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take an active part in their organisation, and to link up when-
ever possible the class work and the circle work, particularly in
such subjects as literature and art.
In the primary school the class teacher takes all the subjects
except manual instruction. In the incomplete secondary and
secondary schools the teachers specialise. Ten subjects are taken
in the primary school: mathematics (arithmetic and simple
geometry), Russian language, literature, nature study,
geography, social science, polytechnised labour, art, music, and
physical culture. A foreign language is taken in Class 5 (twelve
years). In the secondary schools there are eighteen subjects:
Russian language and literature, foreign language, history, social
science, geography, nature study,1 mathematics (arithmetic,
algebra, and geometry), trigonometry, physics, chemistry,
biology, polytechnised labour, industrial drawing, art, music,
physical culture, technology of materials used in manual work, and
military studies. Not all the subjects are taken by all classes. The
last two begin in Class 8 for one hour a week. The time allowed
for social science has recently been cut down.2
The class lesson is the basic method of teaching, but this must
be supplemented by excursions to museums, factories, parks,
etc., and by practical work whenever possible, such as map and
model making; and for the older pupils by private study. I sat
through many lessons; some were very interesting, others were
dull and obviously bored the children. Here, as everywhere,
much depends on the teacher. He or she is expected to prepare
each lesson very fully, and to collect the necessary material,
specimens, apparatus, etc. The cinema is being adopted as a
teaching aid.3 It is planned to have a cinema room in each school,
and to have all teachers trained in the technique necessary for the
cine-lesson. When planning the term's work, the teacher must
include two or three cine-lessons. Each lesson takes up two
ordinary lessons. A cine-lesson needs much preparatory work.
Hie teacher, having seen the film, must note where additional
1 In senior classes, nature study includes physiology and biology.
2 See Appendix II.                  * See Sight and Sound, July